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INTRODUCTION

The first five books of the Hebrew Bible are collectively known as either

the Torah, from the Hebrew word meaning “the law” or the Pentateuch,

from the Greek meaning five scrolls.

The five books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy
lay the foundation to the rest of both the Hebrew and Christian Bible. Of

particular importance is the relationship between Yahweh and His chosen

people as defined by six key elements:

The Abrahamic Promise — God covenants, or enters into relationship
with Abraham and promises to give him land and descendants to
populate this land. Abraham would father a nation.

Election — Yahweh chooses the lineages of Isaac and Jacob,
collectively known as Israel, as “His own personal possession among
all peoples” (Exodus 19:5).

Deliverance — the descendants of Jacob are miraculously delivered out
of Egypt.

Covenant — in the wilderness, God binds Himself to the Israelites as
their God.

Law — God'’s law is bequeathed to them as their constitution

Finally, in the last of the five books, Deuteronomy, they are given land

to settle on.

The Pentateuch breaks down into two main sections, the Universal

Prologue, found in Genesis 1-11, and the Patriarchal History, Genesis 12-
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Deuteronomy 34. The first part paints a general, wide-angle view of the
universe, slowly narrowing to our own world, humanity, and the birth of the
nations. The second part provides a close-up, of one specific man,
Abram, through whom “all the families of the earth will be blessed”
(Genesis 12:3).
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About this Book

This book follows a very simple, but effective method for studying the

Pentateuch.

Each book opens with a brief overview of the book. The second section
presents an Outline. You probably know that different scholars will
breakdown different passages in their own unique way. However, the
outlines used for this book, will be as basic, and as comprehensive, as |
can make them. They are a guideline to better understand the story line

being presented.

Following the outline you will find a Quiz to be completed while reading
Scripture. It may help if you print out these pages and keep them with
your Bible. Each question follows the book chronologically, unless
specified. Please do your best to search for the answers. You will be
amazed at what a difference it makes to read what you have probably
read many times before in search of tidbits you probably missed or never

paid attention to in the past.

The answers to all the quizzes can be found in the last section of the
book. Here also you will find the answers to the first quiz, a basic
chronology list of some of the major characters/events in the Pentateuch.
You will probably know every event and every person listed, but may have

to think twice when it comes to figuring out, “who came first.”
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And speaking of order, for Christians, a Biblical book is said to be
canonical, or have canonicity because of its innate authenticity by virtue of

divine inspiration. This is based on the passage in 2 Timothy 3:16:

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the

man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”

The concept of divine inspiration “theopneustos” literally means “God
breathed.” Since we believe the book in question to be God’s word, we
believe it is canonical because of who God is. Therefore, canonicity is

possible only within theism (belief in God).

However, unlike other religions (like Islam) whose holy books are believed
to have been written directly by their god, the Judeo-Christian belief is that
our Bible is God’s word through human hands. As such, we can accept
the concept that Scripture has dual authorship. God breaths it and
inspired, human authors act as His agents for its transmission. However,
we do not question that all Scripture is infallible, in its original language, as

originally given, with no contradiction or deception, true in all its teachings.

Now, let’s get started. The Lord bless you and keep you and may He

speak to you as you embark on this study of His word.
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